
THE SPIT BRIDGE

The NSW Government on Friday 18 August 2006 announced a $60m plan to add two more drawbridge lanes 

to the Spit Bridge. This is a very bad idea.

The sole benefit will come in the form of modest time savings for counter-peak traffic. No benefit whatever 

will be gained by Northern Beaches residents who presently commute daily in the direction of the city.

The plan offers no incentive for users of public transport and promises even greater congestion on Military 

Road and other thoroughfares in Mosman, Cremorne and Neutral Bay.

A much more realistic plan ïdeveloped by Michael Darby and (then) Liberal Councillor David Dickman in 

2002  ïhas long been displayed at the website http://michaeldarby.net/Tunnel.pdf. Note the alternate route 

displayed in white on page 4.  This involves a single lane cable-stay high level bridge on the eastern side of 

the Spit Bridge and an elevated roadway across The Spit.  The advantage is greatly reduced gradients and 

the disadvantages are greater length and increased visual impact.

Let private enterprise invest in a switchable tunnel of one or two lanes from Manly Vale to Cammeray, which 

will bring enduring benefits to the residents of the Northern Beaches.
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Switchable Public Transport 

(SPT) Lane

The cost-effective, practical method of alleviating traffic 

congestion on the Spit Bridge and on Military Road is a 

Switchable Public Transport (SPT) lane, mostly 

underground, from Manly Vale to Cammeray.  The SPT 

lane will give priority to buses and taxis, with remaining 

capacity for E-tag trucks and E-tag public light buses; 

plus private cars, for which fees are automatically varied  

to keep average velocity at not less than 40 km/hr.   The 

extra lane would operate city bound from midnight to 

midday Monday to Friday, and northbound from midday 

to midnight Monday to Friday.  On weekends the extra 

lane would continue northbound from midnight Friday to 

midday Saturday, then operate city-bound midday 

Saturday to midnight Saturday, then northbound 

midnight Saturday to midday Sunday.  The city-bound 

direction continues from midday Sunday right through to 

midday Monday.  
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The case for a single lane tunnel

A typical single lane bored road tunnel requires excavation of 

around 91,000 cubic metres per kilometre, whereas a typical 

two-lane bored road tunnel requires excavation of around 

314,000 cubic metres per kilometre ïmore than three times as 

much.  The cost saving with a single-lane tunnel permits 

investment in a high-tech stranded vehicle recovery system.
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CLICK HERE FOR MORE ON THE SPT

The tunnel can 

be constructed 

in single-lane or 

dual-lane form


